Code of Best Practice

The Use of Break Back Traps/Snap Traps

A BPCA Code of Best Practice (COBP) is a set of
written rules which explains how people working in
our industry should behave in a particular situation.
It encompasses relevant legislation, but is not law
in itself. However, were a member to act outside

of the norms outlined in the COBP, they may be

subject to disciplinary action and/or be in breach
of legislation. Members must abide by all Codes
of Best Practice in their day-to-day work. Failure
to do so may result in disciplinary action up to and
including dismissal from the Association.

The conditions in which break traps might be used
would be during a riddance programme to bring a
resident population of rodents under control and
for nontoxic control of intruder rodents to prevent
resident populations from arising.

Riddance

Purposes:

1. Quick knockdown of the rodent population,
break back/snap traps used in conjunction with
other methods eg toxic bait

2. For nontoxic control of resident rodents where
the use of toxic bait is restricted, but a lethal
means of removing the rodent is required.

Recommended internal use:

Both open and covered traps may be appropriate for
rapid control of internal rodent infestations. Open
traps may be appropriate in areas where the rodent
is either attracted onto the activating plate with the
use of a suitable bait or funnelled directly over the
activating plate. Open traps should be assessed

so that the risks to non-target animals, people or

a foul trap of the rodent are minimised, this might

be by locating the trap directly in front of a hole or
using local materials (eg boards) to direct the rodent
directly over the activating plate. Traps with small
activating plates designed simply to hold bait should
be well baited. Unbaited traps should not be used in
open areas where rodents might stumble over them
and be foul trapped. Unbaited traps should only

be at the end of a funnel or means of directing the
rodent directly over the activating plate.

Recommended external use:

Open traps should never be used outside because
of the risk to non-target animals. Traps should always
be in a suitable box or tunnel, the design of which
should be to funnel the rodent over the activating
plate and located so as to minimise the risk to
non-target animals. Unless there are very specific
problems, trapping boxes would be inappropriate
along perimeter fence lines on a permanent basis.
Traps should only be deployed externally
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after a careful and considered documented risk
assessment. This should be carried out in areas
where the risk posed by rodents to public health

is sufficient to merit the use of a permanently sited
trapping box. Traps can be pre-conditioned by
leaving them un-set, but baited (ie holding a non-
toxic block); following detection of rat activity, traps
can be set. This is helpful to overcome neophobia
in rats and where activity (ie immigration from
surrounding land) is sporadic.

Intruder control/monitoring:

Purpose: there may be circumstances where the use
of toxic bait for monitoring rodent activity internally
is unsafe or inappropriate. The use of trapping boxes
is a valid and effective means of nontoxic control

of intruder rodents and is a valuable tool in the
prevention of internal infestation and protection of
public health.

Open traps are not appropriate for permanent
intruder control or rodent monitoring as the risk of
foul trapping is considerable unless very special
circumstances prevail. In this case, a written risk
assessment should be in place prior to deployment
of open traps.

All permanently sited traps should be located in an
appropriate tunnel or box so as to direct the rodent
over the activating plate.

Traps should be located on a plan or checklist
and a record kept of their inspection. They should
be tested regularly to ensure they are properly
functional and replaced when corroded or
obstructed by environmental dirt.

Trapping boxes should be located in areas where
they are less likely to be knocked and set off or

heavily soiled.

The frequency of trap checking should be in line with
the site visit frequency risk assessment.
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